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PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This request is made in reply to the Advisory Action dated August 16, 2006 and is 
submitted concurrently with a Notice of Appeal. 

The requested Review is to focus on rejections and arguments in the previous response 
dated August 7, 2006. 

Claims 1-11, 20-32, 34-37, 39-46, 48-51 and 53-60 were pending in the 
Application prior to the outstanding Office Action. In the Office Action, the 
Examiner rejected claims 1-11, 20-32, 34^37, 39-46, 48-51 and 53-60. 

Claims 1-6, 9-11, 20-32, 34, 37, 39-46, 48, 51 and 53-60 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iyer (2001/0037367), in view 
of Yamamoto (2003/00371 10) and Yasue (2003/0009525). 

Claims 7, 8, 17, 18, 35, 36, 49 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Iyer, Yamamoto, Yasue, further in view of Eide et al. 
(2004/0078455). 

The applicant feels the rejections of record are clearly not proper and are without basis 
due to their factual deficiency, since the subject matter of "conversation" described in the present 
application is totally distinct from the conversation disclosed in Iyer, Yamamoto and Yasue 
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(hereinafter prior arts). More specifically, the conversation disclosed by the present invention is 
a collective set of well-defined and ordered messages exchanged between computer processes 
running on computer devices in the context of business applications. As detailed in the 
specification, such conversation is not initiated or controlled by humans, and it is conducted by 
the processes without any human intervention. In contrast, the conversations in the prior art are 
communications between/among humans - owners, users, or customers. Although such 
conversation can be conducted via personal computer or a varieties of electronic devices over the 
network, they are always initiated by users and "controlled by an owner" and "one person or 
entity (e.g., the owner) is in charge of the gathering" (Iyer, paragraph [0022]). As understood by 
one of ordinary skill in the art, the messages exchanged between processes and conversations 
between humans are fundamentally different. For the above discussed reasons, claimsl-1 1, 20- 
32, 34-37, 39-46, 48-51 and 53-60 are believed to be allowable and such is respectfully 
requested. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any underpayment or credit any overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 06-1325 for any matter in connection with this Pre-Appeal Brief Request 
for Review. 
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